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NIAGARA IRRIGATION ADVISORY 2009 
 

Report #17 (Sep 9, 2009) 
 
This is the final irrigation advisory report for the 2009 growing season.  Reflecting back 
on the season brings to mind frequent and above-average rainfall for Niagara.  The 
season began with greater-than-normal precipitation in April.  Soil moisture conditions 
were high, but actually began to dry off during the month of May, which brought below-
average rainfall to the region.  As the critical stage of cellular division occurred during 
this time, some peach growers may have begun to contemplate whether an irrigation 
event would be beneficial.  However, before a decision needed to be made, the rainfall 
began once again.  The region experienced above-average precipitation in June, and 
frequent rainfall continued into July and August.  This mid-season rainfall led to well-
sized peaches.  As September approached, the frequent rainfall came to an end.  So 
far, the past 10 consecutive days have been without significant rainfall, which is 
beginning to dry out the 10cm depth on most soils.  However, there is still plenty of 
moisture available at the 30 and 50cm depths.  Irrigation has not been necessary for 
grapes throughout this growing season.  The lack of rainfall the region is currently 
experiencing should benefit the grape crop by maintaining sugar levels during the 
veraison stage.  Seasonal accumulation of rain has been similar to 2008. 
 
The soil moisture graphs of the evaluated sites for the entire season are shown below: 
Jordan Road, Jordan (Peaches):  
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Concession 2, NOTL (Peaches): 

 
 
Line 1, NOTL (Grapes): 
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Lakeshore Rd, Vineland (Grapes): 

 


